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The Thames Gateway is widely recognised as the largest regeneration opportunity in Europe –
the growth area that has been created follows the Thames, eastwards out of London taking in key
areas of Kent and Essex, and out to sea towards Europe. Starting its life as a big idea in the early
1990s, the last 20 years has seen the Thames Gateway take shape, beneﬁting from huge investment
in transport, infrastructure, housing, green spaces, education and training.

A great place for growing
and expanding businesses
International companies can beneﬁt
from its proximity to London and the
area’s skilled workforce - with the
opportunity to build a bespoke head
oﬃce or manufacturing plant at highly
advantageous prices.

It’s a great place for small and medium
sized companies (SMEs) too. With over
600,000 businesses in the area, the
Gateway’s competitive cost base and
wide range of locations makes ﬁnding a
suitable site easy.

■ University of East London

■ St Mary’s Island, Medway
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London, as part of the Greater South East, has always been at the heart of economic growth in the UK
– a global city with huge ambition and an innovative vision for the future. The Thames Gateway is
where that ambition becomes a reality and is uniquely positioned to deliver – a rapidly developing
area reaching out to Europe and the rest of the world; opening up new markets and giving businesses

Business without boundaries
Business without boundaries is about
providing all the space and support that
ambitious businesses need to expand
and grow. It’s about having the right
attitude towards planning, where
businesses are encouraged and

■ Chatham Maritime, Medway

unnecessary hurdles are removed.
It’s about delivering a totally joined-up
area that is hungry for investors and
100% focused on what will best suit
each individual business. In sum, an
oﬀer based around a place that has

great access to new markets and
growing populations; excellent
infrastructure, and support from
positive, experienced individuals
and groups who know how to make
things happen.

■ Bluewater, Dartford

© Sarah J Duncan

the space and opportunity to do things diﬀerently.

■ Learning and Community Campus,
The Bridge, Dartford
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Close proximity to London, easy access to the rest of the UK
and direct links to the heart of Europe. Aﬀordable housing and
excellent local amenities. Beautiful natural environment. A growing
and skilled local workforce provided by a number of prestigious
universities within the area. What more could you want?

Why Thames Gateway?

■ Southend College, Essex
■ Canary Wharf, London

Set ideally between Central London and
Europe, the Thames Gateway has the
connectivity needed to keep businesses
and people in close contact with the vast
European consumer market as well as
the rest of the UK.
The high-speed rail link, High Speed 1,
means that the journey to Paris takes a
mere two hours. Plus, with high-speed
train services into Central London, the
Thames Gateway is an ideal choice for
businesses looking to take advantage of
the nation’s capital. The area has seen a
huge investment of public and private
money to develop road and rail links,
business hubs, housing and educational
facilities. There are superb country
parks, world-renowned wild-life

habitats, and the beautiful countryside
of Kent and Essex on the doorstep.
All this makes it an attractive location
for your company and a lower
cost alternative to Central London.
The Government has invested
massively in the Gateway, an area which
oﬀers businesses and residents room to
grow, high quality of life and
opportunities for bespoke
accommodation.

■ A new class 395 “bullet” train
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Isn’t it time you looked into the Thames Gatew
Quick connections
The Thames Gateway has beneﬁted
from massive investment in its transport
infrastructure. It has excellent road and
rail links giving quick access to London
and the South East of England, as well
as to the rest of the UK and Europe.
With High Speed 1 you can travel from
Ebbsﬂeet to Paris in about two hours.
What’s more, high-speed domestic
services mean you can travel from
Ebbsﬂeet into Central London in just
17 minutes. With Crossrail, currently
under construction, the business centre
of Canary Wharf will soon be linked
directly to Central London, the City and
Heathrow Airport.

A logistics park, the largest in Europe,
next to the port will facilitate the
distribution of goods bound for
London and the South East.
The Thames Gateway is also home to
two business airports, London City and
London Southend Airport, making
international travel fast and convenient.
While connections to the UK’s
motorway network means that 30% of
the UK’s population is within two hours
reach, or less.

Skilled workers
With the potential for thousands of new
jobs in the Thames Gateway, local
schools, colleges and Universities are
strengthening their training programmes
so that businesses can take advantage of
well-trained, work-ready employees.
For example, in Medway three
universities have joined forces and, with
Government funding, created a superb
new university campus in the former

naval college buildings – this campus
has built up a thriving student
population of 10,000 in just a few years.
There has been investment in a new
Further Education College campus
nearby and, elsewhere in North Kent,
there has been massive investment in
facilities in Dartford and Gravesham.
An Essex University campus and new
South Essex College campus have been
established in the heart of Southendon-Sea; and exciting town centre

Meanwhile, construction work is
well advanced on the UK’s largest
container port being developed by
DP World at London Gateway.
The £1.5 billion port is scheduled to
handle its first cargo in 2013,
accommodating the largest container
ships in the world and handling
3.5 million containers a year.
■ QE2 Bridge, Dartford

■ Pilkington Building, Medway Campus
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way?
college developments are well
underway in Basildon and Grays.
Vocational skills needs are also being
addressed through the expanded
Prospects College Basildon, the Canvey
Island Skills Centre and the Aircraft
Maintenance Apprentice Training
Centre at London Southend Airport.

Access to new markets
In challenging economic times, access
to new markets is key. The Thames
Gateway can provide businesses with
access to the huge market of the
Greater South East as well as to the rest
of the UK and Europe.
The Thames Gateway itself is home to
1.6 million people, and there are
approximately 21 million people in the
Greater South East as a whole.
Additionally, close proximity to mainland
Europe and direct connections to
Europe also make this an easy market
for businesses to access.

Quality of life
The Thames Gateway is not just a great
place to base a business, it’s also a great
place to live, a place where families can
grow and ﬂourish. Property prices are
much lower than in central London.
New, well designed, housing
developments are creating sustainable
new communities with access to good
local schools, excellent retail and
attractive town centres.
The Thames Gateway has something to
oﬀer families of all ages. There is a wide
range of leisure facilities available with
seaside towns, arts and heritage centres
and world class sporting facilities as a
legacy of the London 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic Games.
There is plenty of countryside to enjoy
with access to parklands and green
spaces in an estuary landscape, including
Hadleigh Farm, in Castle Point, the
venue of the 2012 Olympic Mountain
Bike event.

Milton Keynes
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Showcasing the Gateway
The Thames Gateway is
uniquely positioned as the
gateway to London and
Europe, stretching over
40 miles along the Thames
and out to sea. But few
investors know about the
breadth of opportunities
that it oﬀers.

Opportunities in the existing towns,
cities and communities; opportunities in
great existing developments such as
Canary Wharf; and opportunities in
developing locations such as Stratford,
home to the London 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic Games, and Ebbsﬂeet Valley
that will transform the whole area.
Featured here are just some of the key
locations that will attract new
businesses to our region.

Transformational
development
Investment
opportunity

Greenwich Peninsu

Airport

Port
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Stratford City:
Olympic city
Adjacent to the Olympic site, Stratford
City Business District is London’s most
significant business district since
Canary Wharf.
Europe’s largest urban shopping centre,
Westfield Stratford City, includes over 300
brands, 17 Screen cinema, bowling alley
and 70 places to eat and drink across its
170,000m2. With a 4.1 million catchment
area population, and with a £3.24 billion
weighted spend, the area oﬀers an
unparalleled opportunity to create a new
East London commercial district.
Stratford is one of the best connected
places in London. New connections to
continental Europe and the
completion of Crossrail, mean that
journey times to the West End will be
just 16 minutes; Heathrow around
40 minutes and the heart of Paris only
2 hours 15 minutes away.
The new International Quarter at
Stratford City will provide ﬂexible,
sustainable, competitively-priced
oﬃce accommodation in the new
metropolitan environment.

Ebbsﬂeet Valley:
A cosmopolitan community
Canary Wharf: Where the
Thames Gateway begins
The former West India Docks had been
the beating heart of the local economy
for nearly two centuries. Canary Wharf
represents a new and very diﬀerent
heart for the east end economy.
Approximately 1.4 million m2 of oﬃce
and retail space has been constructed
to date - now employing 93,000 people.
Currently the development comprises
over 30 completed buildings and over
200 shops, bars and restaurants within
four retail malls. It also has a conference
and banqueting centre, two Dockland
Light Railway stations, a Jubilee Line
station, car parks and approximately
8 hectare of landscaped open spaces.
A new phase of expansion is planned
for the neighbouring 6.8 hectare Wood
Wharf. The scheme has planning
approval for 288,000m2 of oﬃce space,
116,000m2 of residential development,
18,500m2 of retail space, and a 18,500m2
hotel. Wood Wharf is set to have better
transport links into central London when
the planned Crossrail line opens in 2018.

Ebbsﬂeet Valley is one of the most
exciting urban regeneration investment
opportunities in the UK. The vision is a
thriving community, where housing sits
alongside leisure, employment and
retail uses. The commercial district will
be home to 500,000m2 of commercial
space, oﬀering businesses bespoke
accommodation. Adjacent to Bluewater,
it has the potential to become a key
business location with capacity for up
to 20,000 jobs.
Focusing on sustainability, up to 7,750
new homes in the residential heart
of Ebbsﬂeet Valley aim to provide
residents with a sense of community.
From parks and schools to restaurants
and shops, a high quality of life will be
at the heart of the development. The
area also boasts unbeatable transport
links. It takes just 17 minutes to travel to
London’s St Pancras, and a mere two
hours to reach Paris from Ebbsﬂeet
International Station - making Ebbsﬂeet
Valley a perfect springboard into the
rest of the UK and Europe.

London Gateway:
The UK’s biggest port
Construction is now underway at the
UK’s newest deep-sea container port
combined with Europe’s largest logistics
park, 25 miles east of central London.
It will be able to handle the biggest
container ships in the world, ships that
no other UK port is currently able to
accommodate. Six berths will ultimately
be built with the ﬁrst two opening in
quarter four of 2013.
DP World is investing £1.5 billion to
complete the project which will create
12,000 direct jobs and over 20,000
indirect jobs. The port’s highly eﬃcient
road, rail and sea links will oﬀer a
quicker, cheaper and more
environmentally-friendly way to
transport goods to their destination.
What makes London Gateway even
more attractive is the construction of
one of Europe’s largest business and
logistics parks, providing businesses
with an opportunity to establish a
supply chain into the heart of the South
East of England market place.
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Basildon:
Brilliant for business
Basildon is home to global companies in
the high tech R&D engineering and
electronics sector, including Ford Motor
Company, SELEX and New Holland
Agriculture. Leading companies within
the ﬁnancial service back-oﬃce and data
processing sector such as First Data Corp
and IFDS have also located in Basildon
having identiﬁed it as a key business
location. Only 30 minutes from the City
of London and Canary Wharf, Basildon is
also the major business centre closest to
the London Gateway port development.
Major airports such as London Stansted,
London Southend and London City
Airport are within easy reach.
The town centre is currently undergoing
a £1 billion regeneration, which will
include new homes, retail and leisure
space. The £38 million Basildon Sporting
Village has also opened, training elite
athletes and members of the local

Bexley: Open for business in
the heart of the Gateway

Dartford: Transforming
environmental standards

Bexley is a diverse borough at the heart
of the Thames Gateway, ideally located
between London and Kent. Bexley has a
range of investment opportunities in its
town centres, industrial areas and
housing developments.

A £94 million revamp of the town
centre, including the rail station
redevelopment, is set to create up to
1,000 new homes and 300 new jobs.

An example is Belvedere, one of
London's largest industrial areas, that
has seen nearly £11 million investment
in recent years, attracting a wide range
of interest from companies that need
easy access to London, Kent and the
North. Located close to the M25 and
with a range of ﬂexible, high quality
commercial developments, it oﬀers
great potential for new and expanding
businesses. Other developments coming
forward are three major housing sites at
Southmere Village, Thamesmead; Larner
Road, Erith and Howbury, Slade Green –
delivering a range of tenures, house
types and infrastructure.

Dagenham Dock:
London Sustainable
Industries Park
Strategically located to maximise returns
for occupiers and investors, the London
Sustainable Industries Park (SIP)
development will be London’s ﬁrst to
focus on enviro-tech industries. These
businesses are expected to be worth
£45 billion to the UK economy by 2016
and this 25 hectare site at Dagenham
Dock will form the UK’s largest
concentration of such businesses maximising resource eﬃciency and
minimising waste.
Home to Closed Loop Recyling‘s
revolutionary new plant, with 125,000m2
of BREEAM Excellent space in the heart
of the Mayor’s Green Enterprise District,
the site oﬀers some of the highest
quality business park and best value land
for development in London.
SIP is also establishing a specialist
innovation hot house, connecting
businesses with word class academics in
the ﬁeld of green manufacturing, energy
eﬃciency and recycling.

community. A new college located in the
town centre is also planned as part of
the redevelopment, training and creating
opportunities for local young people.
■ The Cob, by Andy Scott, in Belvedere

Providing high quality, sustainably
designed, business accommodation is at
the heart of Dartford’s regeneration.
The recently completed Base business
centre provides 2,750m2 of
contemporary and ﬂexible workspace.
The Bridge at Dartford is a 21st century
science and business park that provides
almost 170,000m2 of commercial space
including The Nucleus. This is a 2,750m2
business and innovation centre, designed
to be energy eﬃcient with a high
BREEAM rating, providing ﬂexible
accommodation to a wide range of
businesses from start-ups to global
organisations. SusCon, a sustainable
construction training centre, is located
nearby. For good quality accommodation,
high environmental standards, major
road network, and excellent public
transport to Central London and Europe,
Dartford is the place to be.
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Gravesend:
a historic setting

Medway: A prime location
for 21st century business

With excellent access to Ebbsﬂeet Valley
and Gravesend town centre, and 2km of
Thames River frontage, Northﬂeet
Embankment provides the main
commercial development opportunities.
This unique 90 hectare site on the
western edge of Gravesend town centre
has excellent mixed-use development
potential. A new rail link and the
existing deepwater access on the
Thames, provides excellent conditions
for new and existing commercial uses.
The Western end of the embankment,
close to Ebbsﬂeet Valley, and the
Eastern end linking back towards
Gravesend town centre, have the
potential for new mixed-use
development with up to 700 new
homes and 3,000 new jobs, situated
within an enhanced riverside
environment and with improved access.

Medway has a growing reputation as
an excellent location for business
innovation, growth and investment.
The population has risen to over 250,000
with an increasingly young workforce
whose skill levels are expanding rapidly,
thanks to the arrival over the last
decade of no less than four higher
education and research institutions.

Greenwich Peninsula:
A creative and sustainable
community
Vibrant, bold and proud to be diﬀerent,
Greenwich Peninsula is the capital’s
exciting new neighbourhood. Minutes
from the ﬁnancial district, the West End
and London’s City Airport, it’s an urban
community with a diﬀerence. Anchored
by The O2, Greenwich Peninsula already
has oﬃces, retail, residential and a
leading University - Ravensbourne oﬀers
courses in digital media, design and
communication. It is also home to
London’s ﬁrst urban cable car, Emirates
Air Line, which links Greenwich
Peninsula to the Royal Docks.
Technology-led and digital businesses
are gravitating to the area, utilizing
ﬂexible oﬃce space and the excellent
proximity to Central London and Canary
Wharf. When completed, it will have
10,000 riverside and parkside homes,
325,000m2 of oﬃces, 32,500m2 of retail,
a new school and community facilities.

The universities of Canterbury
Christchurch, Greenwich, Kent and the
University for the Creative Arts serve over
10,000 students and oﬀer internationally
renowned research in advanced
manufacturing, fashion, environmental
technologies and digital design.
Medway is home to around 13,000
business and leading companies,
including BAE Systems, Delphi Diesel
Systems and to Japanese investors such
as Fuji Seal, Fuji Copian and Hochiki.
The council has led the way in providing
start-up grants and growth loans to
hundreds of local businesses.

There is a range of high quality modern
business accommodation available,
including the Innovation Centre
Medway. This centre oﬀers high speed
broadband, a data centre and secure
oﬃce and conference space to 50
innovation and high-tech businesses;
and is only ﬁve minutes from the M2.
New employment space is also planned
at Chatham Waters, Grain Business
Park, Chatham Waterfront and
Rochester Riverside.
Medway has excellent connectivity,
with high-speed rail services supporting
journeys to London St Pancras in around
35 minutes.
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Purﬂeet:
A creative community
As one of Thames Gateway’s largest and
most ambitious projects, Purﬂeet’s
regeneration aims to transform this
riverside town into a vibrant creative
centre. Central to this is the now open
High House Production Park, featuring
the state-of-the-art Royal Opera House
Production Workshop, alongside the
National Skills Academy for Creative and
Cultural Skills, and more than 40 Artists’
Studios due to open in Summer 2013.
The Purﬂeet Centre Project will deliver
up to 3,000 new homes, new
community facilities and a commercial
centre for the town. Centred around an
improved railway station, this will
include new areas of public realm,
shops, leisure and health facilities as
well as a new primary school.
The regeneration of Purﬂeet is one of a
wide range of new opportunities in
Thurrock and complements the plans
for the expansion of the Port of Tilbury
and proposals for the development of a
town centre at Lakeside.

Rainham: Innovation,
Training and Enterprise
Rainham boasts over 25 hectares of
prime development land for commercial
and industrial uses, conveniently
positioned on the A13 and in close
proximity to the M25, City Airport and
the London Gateway container port.
The Beam Reach sites are already home
to some major investors and are part of
the London Riverside Business
Improvement District, one of the most
successful industrial BIDs in the UK.
The nearby Centre for Engineering and
Manufacturing Excellence (CEME) is a
world-class business innovation centre
focusing on engineering, technology and
manufacturing. CEME will be home to
the new East London University Technical
College (ELUTEC) which will provide
exceptional vocational training to address
the UK shortage of engineering talent.
Rainham also oﬀers housing growth
opportunities, and continues to see
signiﬁcant investment in the visitor
attractions of the historic village and
400 hectare Wildspace park beside
the Thames.

Sittingbourne and Sheppey:
Centre for Science,
Manufacture and Engineering
Sittingbourne and Sheppey form a major
commercial centre, with one of the
highest concentrations of engineering
and manufacturing in the Thames
Gateway. The deepwater port at
Sheerness and the wider Medway
Estuary is one of four designated Centres
for Oﬀshore Renewable Engineering
(CORE) and is seeking to become a major
manufacturing hub. Kent Science Park,
the largest in the South East, oﬀers
bespoke R&D facilities for the
pharmaceutical, biotechnology,
renewable energy and IT sectors.
Over £150 million investment in road
infrastructure has improved access to the
national road network and increased the
range of sites available for investors. It is
also complemented by the high-speed
rail link that connects Sittingbourne to
London in under an hour. Sittingbourne’s
town centre schemes also aim to deliver
a more vibrant, high quality retail and
cultural environment that meets our
growing residential and commercial
communities’ needs.

Southend: Flying to success
The London Southend Airport
development includes an ultra-modern
fly-through terminal, less than 100m
from the railway station, and has
played a major role in attracting
leading commercial passenger airlines,
EasyJet and Aer Lingus. London
Southend Airport is the only UK airport
with a frequent, direct mainline rail link
to the Stratford Olympic Park. The rail
services operate up to eight times per
hour to Stratford in just 44 minutes and
London Liverpool Street in 53 minutes.
The airport’s dedicated four-star
Holiday Inn hotel, boasting 129
bedrooms, will soon be completed.
High-tech and aerospace industries are
at the heart of Southend’s renaissance.
A major commercial aircraft
maintenance centre, the airport
complex houses over 50 businesses
with plans to expand the development
opportunities further.
With its seven-mile coastline, award
winning beaches and the longest
pleasure pier in the world, Southend is
a major South East tourist destination.

Contact us
To ﬁnd out more about the investment opportunities in the
Thames Gateway please contact:
Locate in Kent
www.locateinkent.com
+44 (0)1732 520 700
enquiries@locateinkent.com

Invest Essex
www.investessex.co.uk
+44 (0)1245 438628
uk.linkedin.com/in/paulmartin01
twitter.com/paul_martin01

London & Partners
www.londonandpartners.com/business
+44 (0)20 7234 5800
business@londonandpartners.com
twitter.com/L_Pbusiness
If you have yet to decide which part of the Gateway you are most interested in, or just
want to ﬁnd out more about the Thames Gateway in general, then contact any one of
the agencies above and they will be able to help you.

